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TERMS OF USE
YOU MAY...

e Share with your students via email or secure learning platform
such as Google Classroom

e Make copies for your students

e Purchase additional licenses for other teachers

YOU MAY NOT...

Share with colleagues without purchasing additional licenses

e Store on shared or team drives

e Post any portion of this content on any site that is accessible by
others

» Replicate any portion of this content
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All rights reserved by author. This product is to be used by the
original downloader only. Copying for more than one teacher,
classroom, department, school, or school system is prohibited.
This product may not be distributed or displayed digitally for
public view. Failure to comply is a copyright infringement and a
violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).
Clipart and elements found in this PDF are copyrighted and
cannot be extracted and used outside of this file without
permission or license. Intended for classroom and personal use
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CUTTING & GLUING PRACTICE:
STRAIGHT LINES, CURVES & ZIGZAGS

Why This Activity?

Scissor skills and glue stick control are two of the most important fine motor skills young
children need before they're ready to write, and they take a lot of practice to master! This
activity breaks that practice into small, manageable steps.

Children start by cutting along three different line types, straight, curved, and zigzag.
Straight lines are the easiest starting point, curves add a new challenge, and zigzags require
the most control.

Once their pieces are cut, children collect them in a container and use a glue stick to
arrange them on a 6" square of white paper, building hand strength and glue control while
creating their own collage.

Ways to Use This Activity

» Fine motor center: Set out the cutting strips, scissors, glue sticks, and white squares for
independent practice during center time.

«  Small group instruction: Work with a small group so you can guide scissor grip and
cutting technique up close.

- Differentiation: Start children on the straight-line strip first, then move to curves, and save
zigzags for children ready for more of a challenge.

*  Morning work or early finisher task: A quiet, low-prep option that's easy to reset between
children.

+ Open-ended art: Let children glue randomly to focus purely on the glue stick skill, or
encourage them to arrange pieces into a picture, like a sunset or landscape, once
they're comfortable with the materials.

What's Included
3 cutting practice sheets (straight lines, curved lines, zigzag lines)
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